WISCONSIN STANDARDS
OVERSIGHT COUNCIL
QUALITY UNIFORMITY ACCOUNTABILITY

THE STANDARDS
OVERSIGHT
COUNCIL
The Standards Oversight Council (SOC) is a
collective partnership among conservation
agencies to develop and maintain
Wisconsin’s technical standards for soil and
water conservation practices.

Developing technical
standards

Providing statewide
assurance

Protecting natural
resources

Technical standards, also called
conservation practice standards, specify
minimum criteria to plan, design, install, and
maintain conservation practices aimed at
preserving our land and water resources.

SOC standards create certainty among
landowners, simplify the work of conservation
professionals, and ensure uniform administration
of government programs statewide.

The SOC process helps ensure that technical
standards meet resource protection goals,
such as controlling soil erosion or minimizing
pollution from urban and agricultural runoff.

Conservation practices are installed using the
same technical standard, whether they are
installed using government cost-share dollars or
to meet the requirements of a local permit.

Conservation practices implemented
according to the technical standards, help
reduce runoff pollution, protect water
quality and support infiltration.

Team members use the latest research and
extensive field experience to make updates
to existing technical standards, or create new
ones. They also incorporate user and reviewer
feedback to ensure practicality of the standards
and increase their implementation.

SOC-developed standards ensure highquality conservation practices. This translates
into better protection of natural resources, a
high confidence that conservation practices
will perform as expected, and assurance
that taxpayer dollars are well spent.

Conservation practices on the farm may
include manure storage facilities, nutrient
management, and streambank and shoreline
protection. In an urban setting, practices
include wet detention ponds and infiltration
trenches.

Federal, state, and local agencies, as
well as private sector entities, rely on the
same technical standards to implement
conservation programs. SOC uses teams
of agency and private sector experts to
reach consensus among different interests in
developing the standards.

The SOC process focuses on the technical
aspects of a standard rather than legal or
political issues.

This results in technical standards that are
science-based, usable, and effective.

THE STANDARD
DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS
The standard development
process brings together
teams of experts that
collaborate on reviewing,
drafting, and updating state
standards.

1

Form and support team
• Solicit participation from diverse expertise

• Review literature and gather data

• Select team leader and members

• Contact previous team members for input (if
applicable)

Modified

• Coordinate team meetings and build
membership relationships

Full

• Monitor and support team progress

Participation is key to developing workable
technical standards. You are welcome to
participate in the process! See the back page
for more details.

Develop draft standard

3

Conduct expert review

• Set goals, sideboards, and timeline

Minor

Discretionary
Revisions either go through
(Modified)
a Minor, Modified, or Full
Processes. The Full Process
can be broken down into six steps to ensure
quality, uniformity and accountability in the
process, including expert and public input.

2

4

Conduct broad review

• Invite feedback from targeted experts
outside of the team membership
• Carefully consider comments and
incorporate changes into draft standard

• Prepare draft language
• Consider input from various stakeholders

5

Finalize and publish
revised standard

6

Evaluate team process

• Distribute final draft for public comment

• Submit final draft to custodian agency

• Survey team leader and members

• Compile, review, and respond to comments

• Review and approval by custodian

• Compile and review results

• Incorporate changes

• Publish and announce newly revised
standard

• Implement improvements as needed

• Develop plan for outreach and training

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
• Subscribe to the SOC listserv
• Comment on draft technical standards
• Recommend technical standards to update, via
SOC’s biennial survey
• Participate on a technical standard work team
Learn more at www.socwisconsin.org

CONTACT US
Standards Oversight Council
WI Land+Water
131 W. Wilson Street, #601
Madison, Wisconsin 53703
(608) 441-2677 | soc@wisconsinlandwater.org

2017 stream restoration project, Swinn
Valley Creek in Buffalo County.
NRCS Conservation Practice Standards:
Streambank and Shoreline Protection (580),
Stream Habitat Improvement (395), Critical
Area Planting (342) and Mulching (484).

www.socwisconsin.org

OUR
MISSION
is to oversee a collaborative
process for developing
effective technical standards
that protect Wisconsin’s
natural resources.

