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An inter-agency effort used to develop 
high-quality technical standards used 

across Wisconsin’s conservation programs.

Focus on technical not political.



Water Quality/Performance Standard

Conservation Practice / Best Management Practice

Technical Standards 
Defines minimum criteria for conservation practices



• QUALITY
• Based on available research and 

best professional judgement
• Effective in protecting 

environment and public

• UNIFORMITY IN USE
• Secure broad participation
• Strive for consensus in decisions

• OPENNESS & ACCOUNTABILITY
• Throughout process & in end 

products



• Science-based documents 
stating minimum criteria to meet 
a predicted benefit
• For a technical audience
• Published and maintained by 
DNR, NRCS & DATCP
• Referenced in many 
government programs and   
administrative rules

Wet Detention Pond

Waste Storage Facility



Collect data, input from tech standard users
• Biennial Technical Standards Needs survey 

Prioritize standards for development or revision

Determine project scope and select process
• Full Process
• Modified Process
• Minor Process

Create 2-year Work Plan



• Full Process – new standard or major revisions

• Modified Process – limited use, minimal 
impact, limited involvement, limited resources, 
time sensitive

• Minor Process – minimal changes
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Stone Tracking Pad (1057) X
Proprietary Filtration Devices (1010) X
Storm Water Treatment Wetland (NEW)    X
Rain Gardens (1009) X
Dewatering (1061) X
Channel Erosion Mat (1053) X
Seeding (1059) X
Waste Facility Closure (360) X 
Streambank and Shoreline Prot. (580) X
Waste Transfer (634) X
Prescribed Stocking (NEW) X
…MANY MORE… X X             X



 Participate as a team member
 Sign up for our listserv to receive notifications of 

standard updates
 Review and comment on draft standards

With all technical standard users engaged, we create more 
effective practice standards that protect water quality.

TEAM EMAIL: 
Verification-features@wisconsinlandwater.org



 Abide to Group Agreements and Decision-Making 
Process that the team develops

 Respect and commit to the SOC Process
 Work toward a team goal, not a personal, political, or economic 

objective
o Accept and defend team decisions
o Do not share information about individuals’ decisions
o Do not share info with someone who intends to undermine the process
o Invite complainers to submit research supporting their view, read our 

meeting minutes, or attend a meeting (alert Kate 2 weeks in advance 
for details).

 Attend all meetings on time
 Complete assignments on time








