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The Standards Oversight Council (SOC) supported its partner agencies—Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP), Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)—
in  revising 19 technical standards in 2018.  Both DNR and NRCS continued their routine evaluation of standards, which 
involved obtaining input from a variety of sources:  comments received in the 2017 technical needs survey, initial expert re-
views, and the public broad review process.  This effort ensures that the standards reflect the most current terminology and are 
based on the most current technical and scientific knowledge.  SOC maintains an up-to-date website, www.socwisconsin.
org, that tracks progress in developing or revising standards and shares the multiple opportunities for involvement.  

SOC also builds awareness to increase participation in the SOC process, including newsletter articles, participation at part-
ner events, and targeted announcements.  These announcements are provided to broad audiences when announcing ap-
plications open for a new team, standards open for comment, final published standards, and webinars to review updates 
to technical standards.  We strive to keep the standard users engaged and involved to create more effective practice stan-
dards that protect water quality.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Agricultural Standards
Revised standards for NRCS 582 Open Channel and NRCS 360 Waste Facility Closure were released 
after public review and comment.  Updates for NRCS 582 consisted of additonal criteria for conversion 
to a two-stage ditch.  Updates for NRCS 360 included re-wording for clarity.  Numerous other NRCS 
standards were updated through the SOC Minor Process.

In 2018, SOC assisted DATCP in building a team for a new DATCP Standard 01 Verification of Land 
Features.  The standard will support implementation of s. NR 151.075, Wisc. Adm. Code in designated 
areas where the bedrock consists of Silurian dolomite with a depth to bedrock of 20 feet or less.  The 
team will create a new technical standard for use in verifying and documenting land features including 
depth to bedrock and closed depressions.  The standard will establish procedures for determining and 
mapping land features including valid methods and technologies for taking measurements, the scale 
for identifying field features, qualifications of persons who may collect data, and mapping standards.  
Team meetings begin in February 2019. 

Excavation for abandonment of 
former under-barn manure storage

Urban Standards
Technical standard DNR 1009 Rain Garden was completed in 2018.  The standard was open for public 
review, with comments incorporated before publishing the final standard.  This standard team also up-
dated a 2003 homeowner’s manual for rain gardens, now entitled Rain Gardens: A Guide for Home-
owners and Landscapers, available for download at www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/Stormwater/raingarden.

The revised standard DNR 1057 Trackout Control Devices (formerly known as Stone Tracking Pad and 
Tire Washing) was open for public review in 2018.  This team of both public and private sector em-
ployees reviewed available research and observed performance of multiple trackout control devices 
in the field.  The updated Trackout Control Devices standard was published in 2018 to include a suite 
of tracking control options, an avoid/minimize/mitigate approach, additional technology, and more 
implementation guidance.

Technical standards DNR 1052 Non-Channel Erosion Control and DNR 1053 Channel Erosion Con-
trol were also open for public review and revised in 2018. Both standards had minor updates relating 
to formatting, references, and terminology. 

A team was formed to create a new DNR Standard 1010 Proprietary Filtration Devices using the SOC 
Full Process.  This standard will define the criteria for predicting the reduction in total suspended solids 
and other pollutants, if appropriate, that are achieved by proprietary filtration devices. From 2018 and 
into 2019, this team is examining existing research, considering new technologies, developing criteria, 
and considering input from experts and public review.

Rain garden used to catch runoff 
from a residential roof
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HIGHLIGHTS

19 revised technical 
standards

7 draft standards released 
for review

40 reviewers submitted 135 
comments

26 people participated on 
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280+ participants in soc 
supported trainings
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Outreach & Collaboration
Throughout 2018, SOC continued to build awareness and encourage participation in 
its activities through general program outreach and notifications specific to a standard 
(e.g. applications open for a new team, standards open for comment, final published 
standards, and webinars to review standard updates).  Outreach included newsletter 
articles, participation at partner events, emails to SOC and WI Land+Water listservs, 
emails and website postings by partner agencies, SOC webpage updates, webinar 
training, and in-person development of relationships with partners at conferences and 
meetings.  Announcements were also distributed to targeted audiences specific to a 
standard, such as professional associations, university staff, and other agricultural or 
storm water stakeholders.

Looking towards 2019

2018 Budget Summary

In 2019, SOC will continue working on two new standards following the Full Process:  DNR 1010 Proprietary Filtration Devices 
and DATCP 01 Verification of Land Features.  SOC will continue to assist with the Modified Process for updates to DNR 1061 
Dewatering. Numerous other standards are expected to be updated in 2019 and are listed in the SOC 2018-2019 Work Plan.  

SOC looks forward to building and maintaining relationships among stakeholders and standard users. Activities include out-
reach to those in both public and private sectors intended to encourage participation in the SOC process and support of more 
training events.  

SOC outreach on the Fall Technical Tour

SOC supports training related to standards.  
Three well-attended webinars were held in 
2018 to review updated standards.  Webinars 
on standard updates are recorded, then posted 
at www.wislandwatermedia.org/webinars. 

SOC has also supported U.S. Geological Sur-
vey research related to permeable pavement 
and University of Wisconsin research related to 
infiltration. This research may be used to sup-
port or modify existing standards, as appropri-
ate based on the findings.  

2%
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The SOC Program Manager also served on WI Land+Water’s Technical Committee, 
observed and promoted standard implementation at the Fall Technical Tour, and main-
tained the Technical Photo Gallery.  Looking for variations on a conservation practice 
design or ideas for a challenging site? The Gallery shares solutions for both straight-for-
ward and complex engineering problems. The Gallery includes contact information to 
connect visitors with project leaders to exchange ideas in more detail.  Visitors are also 
encouraged to share their own photos so others can learn from their expertise!

http://www.wislandwatermedia.org/webinars.
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2018 Updated Standards

Well-balanced discussions with many perspectives considered.

Meaningful contributions by every participant.

- Quotes from Standard Team Exit Survey

Special thanks to 
our cooperating 
agencies and 
partners
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Standard No. Standard Process

313 Waste Storage Facility Minor

355 Groundwater Testing Minor

360 Waste Facility Closure Modified

376 Field Operations Emissions Reduction Minor

397 Aquaculture Ponds Minor

520 Pond Sealing or Lining – Compacted 
Soil Treatment

Minor

521 Pond Sealing or Lining – Geomembrane 
or Geosynthetic Clay Liner

Minor

522 Pond Sealing or Lining – Concrete Minor

558 Roof Runoff Structure Minor

582 Open Channel Modified

604 Saturated Buffer Minor

635 Vegetated Treatment Area Minor

NRCS Standard

Standard No. Standard Process

1009 Rain Garden Modified

1010 Proprietary Filtration Devices Full (in process)

1052 Non-Channel Erosion Mat Modified

1053 Channel Erosion Mat Modified

1057 Trackout Control Practices (fka 
Stone Tracking Pad)

Full

1061 Dewatering Modified (in process)

1062 Ditch Check Modified

DNR Standards
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