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Our mission is to oversee a collaborative process for developing  
effective technical standards that protect Wisconsin’s natural resources.

SOC

WISCONSIN 
   STANDARDS 
  OVERSIGHT
COUNCIL

SOC Guiding Principles
QUALITY – Focus on the latest science to ensure standards effectively 
protect the environment and general public

UNIFORMITY – Secure broad participation and consensus in decision-making 
to promote standards’ use statewide

ACCOUNTABILITY – Maintain an open and fair development process 
including public review and continuous program evaluation

How to make your voice heard
Participation from public and private sector experts like you is the key to 
developing workable technical standards. Your input can help protect natural 
resources and benefit everyone who is affected by a standard.

  Subscribe to the SOC listserv

  Comment on draft technical standards

  Recommend technical standards to update via SOC’s biennial survey

  Participate on a technical standard work team

Find out more at www.socwisconsin.org

Contact Us:
SOC Program Manager  |  Wisconsin Land+Water Conservation Association

131 W. Wilson Street  |  Madison, WI 53703
608-441-2677  |   soc@wisconsinlandwater.org



What is the Standards Oversight Council (SOC)?
SOC is a collecti ve eff ort among conservati on agencies to develop and 
maintain Wisconsin’s technical standards for soil and water conservati on 
practi ces. Many federal, state, and local agencies with various mandates, 
goals, policies, and deadlines rely on the same technical standards to 
implement conservati on programs. SOC uses teams of government agency 
and private sector experts to reach consensus among diff erent interests. This 
results in technical standards that are science-based, usable, and eff ecti ve.

What are the benefi ts of SOC? 
SOC-developed standards ensure high quality conservati on practi ces. This 
translates into bett er protecti on of natural resources, a high confi dence that 
conservati on practi ces will perform as expected, and assurance that taxpayer 
dollars are well spent. 

Being accepted statewide, SOC standards create certainty among landowners, 
simplify the work of conservati on professionals, and ensure fairness in 
the administrati on of government programs. Conservati on practi ces are 
installed using the same technical standard, whether they are installed using 
government cost-share dollars or to meet the requirements of a local permit.

How does SOC protect natural resources? 
Teams composed of private and public sector experts ensure that technical 
standards meet resource protecti on goals, such as controlling soil erosion or 
minimizing polluti on from urban and agricultural runoff .

Team members use the latest research and extensive fi eld experience to 
make recommendati ons. They also incorporate user and reviewer feedback to 
ensure practi cality of the standards, which increases their use.

Technical standard (also called a conservati on practi ce standard): A document 
specifying minimum criteria to plan, design, install, and maintain a conservati on 
practi ce aimed at preserving our land and water resources. 

Conservati on practi ces on the farm may include manure storage faciliti es, 
nutrient management, and contour farming (right), which reduce runoff  
polluti on.

In an urban setti  ng, wet detenti on ponds and infi ltrati on trenches (below) 
protect water quality and support infi ltrati on.

Grade (slope) of crop rows is one of several criteria specifi ed in the contour farming technical standard. 
Photo courtesy of 2017 WI Milk Marketi ng Board, Inc.

The technical standard for infi ltrati on trenches recommends dimensions and installati on 
practi ces to maximize the trench’s performance. Photo courtesy of Aaron Volkening.

You are invited to contribute to this process! 
See the back page for details.


